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College ranking lists don’t lie, but also don’t tell whole truth
4 Hannah Croft
4
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• CaJ Poly was recently named one of
the best values in public colleges by
Kiplinger, a personal finance organi
zation. Cal Poly ranks 50th in the top
100 best valued public universities for
in-state students, and 33rd for out-ofsutc students.
Not only has Cal Poly received a
nod from Kiplinger, but it's also been
recognized by Forbes magazine, Designlntelligence, Ih e Wall Street Jour
nal and others for its high standard
of education and its “learn by doing”
philosophy.
While these pieces of recognition
are fine additions to Cal Polys resume
— as some of these lists and awards
are significant in the 'eyes of admin
istrators — they don’t really impact
students.
Provost Robert Koob said the vari
ous lists are good displays of informa
tion and generally helpful, but are to
be taken lightly.

“They’re information (but also)
someone’s opinion,” Koob said. “It’s
not necessarily ^ct.”
While these rankings are just lists,
Koob said Cal Poly ranks among pri
vate schools who receive large endow
ments fiom alumni.
“It’s pretty impressive to rank
among private institutions,” Koob
said. “And 1 think that’s because of
the quality of professional education
we have.”
The “learn by doing” model has
earned Cal Poly recognition for its
graphic communication program,
as well as engineering, architecture
and business. The Wall Street journal
deemed Cal Poly’s business and engi
neering grads the best hires in the na
tion in a September 2010 poll.
The
graphic
communication
program has consistently received a
national accreditation from the The
Accrediting Council for Collegiate
Graphic Communications. Inc. The
see Lists, page 2

KAYTLYN LESLIE MUSTANG DAILY

CaJ Poly ranks among top colleges in Forbes Magazine’s Best Colleges, Kiplinger’s Best Valued Public Universities, The
Wall Street journal’s Best Colleges for Recruiting and Design Intelligence’s Best Architecture Schools, among others.

Prospective solar farm could strengthen economy w ith jobs, dollars
Anieca Ayter
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The solar farm, which will be made up of 1,500 acres of solar panels, would
provide approximately 350 jobs and $315 million to San laiis Obispo County.
f
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A prospective solar facility may bring
significant economic and environ
mental benefits to San Luis Obispo
County this summer, pending the
Planning Commission’s approval.
Members of SunPower, the company
developing the solar panel grid instal
lation and, various economists from
the city met Wednesday morning to
present the positive impacts o f this
project to the public.
The facility is the 250-megawatt
California Valley Solar Ranch, with
1,500 acres o f solar panels, whose
construaion would provide approxi
mately 350 jobs and $315 million
in wages and benefits for many local
residents. In addition, $11 million
would go dircedy to the county bud
get, according to the presentation.
These jobs would be filled by con
struction workers, electricians, car
penters, engineers and laborers. This
seaor o f the job industry has been
hit especially hard by the declining
economy.
San Luis O bispo unemploym ent

S K U t n U b K A P H I t ; ) i C L A S S IF IE D S

rates in that particular sector are up
to 30 percent and account for more
than a quarter o f all job losses in
the county, according to the presentation.

w ill produce e n o u ^
o W r to supply energy for
every hom e in th e co
T hat’s ab o u t 100,000 h c ^ e s
— Chris Baker
Solar farm projea direaor

Apan from the economic impact,
the ranch would push San Luis Obis
po County to the forefront of the na
tion’s movement toward clean green
e n e i^ , said Stephen Hamilton, chair
o f Cal Poly’s economics department.
O n the state level, it brings Cali
fornia to meeting its Renewables
Portfolio Standard, which requires
utility and electric companies to in-
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segments o f the local economy.
“This project has quite a lot to of
fer,” Stephen said. “It can really posi
tion us well in moving forward.”
As a renewable form o f energy
and alternative to oil, intrinsically
the solar farm can sustain the coun
ty’s energy needs.
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crease its use o f renewable energy by
1 percent every year. And in addition
to supporting the hardest-hit job see
tor in the county, it aligns with industries that arc growing faster than
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“It will produce enough power
to supply energy for every home
in the county,” said project di
rector Chris Baker. “That’s about
100,000 homes.”
It would also meet 39 percent
o f the entire county’s electricity
demand.
SunPower is a well-established
California-based company that
has installed hundreds o f similar
facilities around the state. The
risk factor o f setting one o f these
up in San Luis Obispo is rather
small, Baker said. He anticipates
the Planning Commission’s ac
ceptance of their proposal in early
February. Their approval would al
low SunPower to secure all appli
cable permits and begin construc
tion as early as this summer.
The farm is expected to take
two to three years to complete, fol
lowed by a 25-year operations pe
riod that will employ 12 workers.
T he Planning Com m ission
will review and discuss the proj
ect proposal at their next hearing
on Jan. 27.
President and C E O o f Eco
nomic Vitality Corporation of
San Luis Obispo, Mike Manchek,
believes this project is what the
county wants and needs at such a
crucial time.
“The world is watching us and
the tim ing could not be better,”
Manchek said. “It will help not
only the economy, but the en
vironment as well. It propels the
county in the national effort to
create and sustain green econo-

program is one of eight nationwide
to receive accreditation.
In August 2010, the aerospace
engineering program was deemed
by “Aviation Week & Space Tech
nology,” first in the nation for in
dustry recruiting, ranking above
Pennsylvania State University, Vir
ginia Tech, Massachusetts Tech and
Purdue University.
The Orfalea Collide of Business
holds the 64th spot on “Business
Week’s” top business school list. It
was one of four California schools
that made the list, and one of two
public schools to appear on the list.
Cal Poly also lands in the 27th
spot of Forbes Magazine’s top 100
public universities. Ih e rankings
centered around interesting cours
es, speed of graduation and job
prospects afterward. It also reflect
ed students’ evaluations of courses
and instructors, post-graduate
success, estimated average student
debt after graduation and gradua
tion rates among its measurements.
For 18 years Cal Poly has been
called the best public-master’s uni
versity in the west by U.S. News &
World Report Rankings. Interim
President Robert Glidden said he
feels especially proud of Cal Poly’s
rankings there, especially since im
mersing himself in the school.
“I have become increasingly
aware during the brief time I’ve
been at Cal Poly of how truly out
standing this university is,” he said.
Both Koob and Glidden said
the lists are not a full-spectrum
look at ('al Poly and its attributes.
The most important parts, Koob

said, couldn’t be quantified.
“More than anything, it’s impor
tant for students to know that we
care about our students and their
success, and you can’t really rank
that,” he said. “You can’t make a de

criteria. W hen she arrived, Luja said
she felt like she still had a lot to learn
about the school.
“In the first few weeks of school, I
found myself in a sea o f people who
knew a lot more about (the journal-

en’t som ething we use in
m ent, b u t it is nil
recognized.
— James Maraviglia

Associate vice provost for Marketing anil

cisión based on these lists alone. You
have to visit campus, and see if you
could call this place home.”
Glidden said if surveyors had
a real opportunity to walk around
campus and talk with students, rat
ings would surely go up.
While administrators see the lists
as a sort of SparkNotes for exploring
Cal Poly, journalism freshman Kassi
Luja didn’t rely much on lists and
rankings.
“When 1 got into Cal Poly, 1
started doing more serious research
on it," Luja said.
She relied on the College
Board website, which acts as
an aggregator for rank
ings and statis
tics, but also
matches stu
dents with
schools that
fit
their

ism department) than 1 did, and it
was a little upsetting,” she said. “But
1 still feel confident that 1 made the
right choice.”
Lujadidn’trelyatall on the

various lists on which Cal Poly is
ranked, which is typical o f prospec
tive students, said James Maraviglia,
the Associate Vice Provost for Mar
keting and Enrollment Development.
“Less than 2 percent o f students
use those kinds o f lists as decision
making aides,” he said. “But nearly
78 percent o f students have been
given a tour and have seen what the
campus is like.”
While Maraviglia would gladly
do away with the ranking systems all
together, he said any positive press is
good, even if it’s not highly read by
students.
“They aren’t something we use in
recruitment, but it is nice to be rec
ognized," Marviglia .said.
Regardless, English freshman
Mikey MacEgan hadn’t heard of the
various lists on which Cal Poly ap
pears.
“Nothing like that factored into
my decision to come here,” MacE
gan said. “That isn’t what’s chiefly
impiortant to me.”
Maraviglia stressed the impor
tance of other on-campus resources
used for recruitment.
“We don’t need lists and rankings
when we have programs like Open
House and Poly Reps that give stu
dents a personal feel for the cam
pus,” he said.
Lists, rankings and accredita
tions arc no match for exploring
Cal Poly and making a personal
connection with the campus. So,
while lists are great, Koob said,
they can never compare to spend
ing time on campus.
“What we really care about is the
relationship between
students and their
education. You can’t
get that from a list.”
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“California is in a budget
crisis, but education should
be the last place to be cut."

“We already have so much
construction on campus, and
this is iust going to delay it."

— Elliott Ripley,
environmental engineerifig
senior

— Jenny Cruz,
animal science sophomore
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National

International

DAVIS (MCT) —
Ih e U.S, Department of Agricul
ture today awarded $40 million in
research grants to the University of
California, Davis to develop bio
energy sources and climate-change
tolerant plants.
Ihe grants will fund two proj
ects headed by UC Davis scientists
and will include researchers from
more than SO universities in more
than 20 states. The largest grant —
for $2S million — will go to the
university’s wheat genome project.

NEW MEXICO (MCT) —
Santa Fe city council members will
decide tonight whether to impose
furloughs on most city workers as a
budget-balancing measure.
The City Council last year voted
to .schedule unpaid furloughs on a
couple of upcoming holidays, in
cluding Monday’s observance of
Martin Luther King jr. Day. Shut
ting down most city offices for
two days would .save an estimated
$500,000.

LEBANON (MCT) —
Lebanon’s fragile government collap.sed Wednesday over an inves
tigation into the assassination of a
former prime minister, just as its
current leader met with President
(3bama in Washington. Eleven
ministers close to Lebanon’s He
zbollah-led opposition withdrew
from the Cabinet.
Hezbollah, the powerful Shiite
Muslim political organization and
militia, and its Shiite and Christian
allies pulled out o f the government
after months of negotiations bro
kered by Saudi Arabia and Syria
failed to produce a compromise
over the tribunal examining the
2005 assassination o f Rafik Hariri,

SANTA CRUZ (MCT) —
A 29-year-old Corralitos man
struck a power pole on Freedom
Boulevard about 1 a.m. today after
lighting a cigarette and changing
the radio while driving, causing a
fire, a power outage and the closure
ol Freedom Boulevard, the Califor
nia Highway Patrol said.
At 10 a.m., officer Sarah Jackson
reported the road would be closed
until sometime this afternoon,
while PCÌ&E and AF&T work on
the lines and downed poles. PG&E
reports that power was initially out
lor 920 customers, but has been re
stored. incrementallv.

HAITI (MCT) —
Hundreds of white balloons were
released into the air, buglers played
taps and Haitians sang their na
tional anthem Wednesday afierlUHjn to mark the moment when
exactly one year ago a ferocious
earthquake destroyed much of the
nation’s capital and killed more
than 300,000 people. A year later,
nearly 1 million Haitians remain in
tents or other temporary shelter.
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“The students are the ones
suffering from this; it’s al
ready hard enough with the
previous budget cuts.”
— Jessica Tu,
food science sophomore

“ It would give us less
opf Kxtunities and hinder our
full college expenerxje ”

respect slo 9^^

— Nick Larson,
history freshman
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MICHIGAN (MCT) —
Heartbroken and sobbing mother
Ajigcl Abernathy told forric Lynn
Emery, 23, that she had destroyed
both her family and the Fernery
family when she began a high speed
car chase over a Facebtsok post
ing that ended in the death of her
daughter and the serious injuries of
another young woman.
Abernathy’s daughter, Alesha
Abernathy, 21, died July 21, try
ing to escape Emery, who was af
ter Abernathy’s pas.scnger, Danielle
Booth, 20, BcMith and Emer\' had
been feuding over an incarcerated
man on their Facebot)k pages the
day before.
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“ It's not good — education
should be California's priority
and cuts should be made in
other areas."
— Michael Murphy,
earth sciences senior
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Accepts most insurance
Plans and HMOs
Kaiser is OK for
true Urgent Care

(805) 549 - 8880
medstopurgentcare.com

M ED O STOP

♦ NO APPOINTMENT
EVER NECESSARY

URGENT CARE CEN TER
COUGH, SORE THROAT, FEVER, VOMITING,
SPRAINS, RASH, CRAMPS, LACERATIONS,
CONTUSIONS, SPORTS INJURY, LOVE INJURY
WE DO FLU TOO

Located in the
Madonna Plaza
8am - 7pm
Sam - 4pm
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state fiscal analyst says California budget plan poses significant risks
Kevin Yam am ura
M CCLATCHY N EW SPAPERS

California’s nonpartisan fiscal ana
lyst found plenty to like Wednes
day in Gov. Jerry Brown’s budget,
but he warned that the complex
plan carries significant risks.
T he Dem ocratic governor has
called for $26.4 billion in deficitcutting measures, relying heavily
on additional taxes and spending
cuts that are politically volatile.
He also wants to reorganize
state and local governm ent duties,
all in two m onths’ time.
Legislative Analyst Mac Taylor
dubbed Brown’s proposal “a very
good starting point” that makes
reasonable assum ptions about the
econom y and dem and for state ser
vices.
T he budget also satisfied Tay
lor’s longtim e call for perm anent
solutions that solve California’s
budget mess beyond this year.
“The vast m ajority o f the gov
ernor’s proposals are ongoing, or
at least multiyear,” Taylor said.
“T h a t’s different from many past
budgets ... We continue to face
year after year these budgetary
problems because we’ve adopted
so many one-tim e or lim ited-term
solutions.”
But Taylor said Brown’s propos
al depends upon m ultibillion-dol-

$

lar contingencies that could easily
fall short.
C hief am ong them is a June
special election that seeks five years
o f higher taxes on income, sales
and vehicles, as well as taking $1
billion in cigarette-tax money that
pays for early childhood develop
ment.
The measures
would
cut
the
state’s deficit near
ly in half by gener
ating $12 billion.
Brown
has
not said what he
would do if the
proposals
fail,
though he indicat
ed M onday that
education
and
prisons could still
face severe cuts.
At the same
tim e, his plan to shift more state
responsibilities over to local gov
ernm ents would fall apart.
Voters have cast a wary eye to
ward taxes in recent years, and
Brown has to persuade lawmakers
to place a tax question on the bal
lot.
“T here’s clearly a lot riding on
the election,” Taylor said. “A huge
part o f his budget plan is contin
gent on the voters approving those
extensions."

Brown acknowledged the risk
earlier this week, though he said
he didn’t want to provide a backup
budget plan so as not to threaten
voters.
“T he governor is confident that
elected officials and Californians
understand the enorm ous fiscal
problem facing the state and the

from rural fire services to parole
and juvenile justice.
T he analyst said Brown did not
specify how he would cut about $1
billion in certain programs. His
report noted that past undefined
cuts failed to materialize.
Taylor’s report said Brown’s
budget, as currently constructed,
would require a
two-thirds
vote
by Californians to
install changes im 
mediately and send
taxes to the ballot
in a constitutional
am endm ent.
T he Legislature
will hold its first
budget
hearing
Thursday. Democrats call the plan
a balanced frame
work, though some
unions in their political base have
criticized Brown’s cuts.
Republicans oppose the taxes in
Brown’s plan and say they will not
offer their own budget proposal
since Democrats won a change last
year to pass budgets on a m ajority
vote.
“This is really not our prob
lem,” Sen. Tom Berryhill, R-Oakdale, said Tuesday after meeting
with Brown.
Taylor said Brown’s elim ina

a rt o f his budget p lan is
t u i ^ n t o n th e voters approv
ing those extensio
— Mac Taylor

l vgislative analyst

need for a balanced approach,”
said Brown finance spokesman
H .D . Palmer.
Taylor praised Brown’s focus on
transferring state functions to lo
cal governments, though he said
such a complex undertaking would
be difficult to pull off in several
weeks.
He also said Brown may have
to com m it additional state money
beyond five years to local govern
ments to pay for services ranging

tion o f redevelopment agencies
is a w orthy goal, but it faces n u 
merous legal, financial and policy
challenges. The analyst said re
cent voter-approved co nstitution
al am endm ents may restrict the
Legislature’s ability to dissolve the
agencies.
T he analyst also had questions
about w hether Brown could access
$861 million in Proposition 63
m ental-health funds w ithout going
to the voters.
State leaders tried a similar m a
neuver in 2009 but believed they
had to ask voters, who rejected the
idea.
Taylor backed four o f Brown’s
tax ideas — elim inating enterprise
zones, im posing a stricter require
m ent on a corporate tax formula,
reducing the income-tax depen
dent credit and extending the
state’s higher vehicle tax rate.
He said higher sales and income
tax rates m erit consideration but
also raise flags.
“They are some o f the highest
rates in the country, so we are a lit
tle concerned still that the contin
uation o f the taxes at those levels
certainly don’t help our economy,”
he said.
“By the same token, the trad
eoffs are you would have to cut
another 10 to 12 billion in spend
ing.”
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Supreme Court may let police officers
search residences w ithout warrants
David G. Savage
TRIBU N E W ASHINCTON BUREAU

Police officers who smell m arijua
na com ing from an apartm ent can
break down the door and burst in
if they have reason to believe this
evidence might be destroyed, sev
eral Supreme C ourt justices sug
gested Wednesday.
In the past, the high court has
ruled that police officers usually
cannot enter a hom e or apartm ent
w ithout a search warrant because
o f the Fourth A m endm ent’s ban
on “unreasonable searches and sei
zures.”
But the Supreme C o u rt’s con
servatives said during argum ents
in a drug case Wednesday they fa
vored relaxing that rule when po
lice say they have an urgent need
to act fast.
Police had banged on the apart
m ent door o f Hollis King in Lex
ington, Ky., on a night five years
ago after they detected the smell o f
m arijuana.
T he officers broke down the
door when they heard sounds in
side the apartm ent and arrested
King for m arijuana and cocaine
possession.
Last year, the Kentucky Su
preme C ourt ruled this search un

r
;

constitutional, but the Supreme
C ourt justices sounded as though
they think a m ajority will reverse
that ruling.
“Everything done here was per
fectly lawful,” said Justice A ntonin
Scalia.
f
“There’s nothing illegal about
walking down the hall and knock
ing on som ebody’s door, and if, as
a police officer, you say, ‘I smell
m arijuana,’ and then your hear the
flushing, there’s probable cause,”
C hief Justice John Roberts said.
Several of the court’s liberal jus
tices, who grew up in apartm ents
in New York City, expressed sur
prise.
If the court rules this way,
“aren’t we just simply saying (po
lice) can walk in whenever they
smell m arijuana w ithout bothering
with a warrant?” asked Justice So
nia Sotomayor.
“We start w ith the strong pre
sum ption that the Fourth Am end
m ent requires a search w arrant,”
added Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
Since the war on drugs began in
the 1980s, the Supreme C ourt has
steadily given police more leeway
to search cars, travelers and bag
gage. But the justices have been
reluctant to perm it searches o f

homes and apartm ents w ithout a
search warrant.
T he key issue in Kentucky v.
King is whether an “exigent” or
emergency circumstance allows the
police to enter a residence w ithout
a warrant.
O bam a adm inistration lawyers
joined the case on the side o f the
state’s prosecutors.
T he police who broke into the
apartm ent “reasonably believed
that there was destruction o f evi
dence occurring inside,” said Ann
O ’C onnell, an assistant to the so
licitor general.
Ginsburg said it was unclear
what prom pted the police to act.
“It was kind of vague. They heard
movement ... There was nothing
about a toilet flushing.”
“It’s our position that the court
should assume there was an exigen
cy in this case,” O ’C onnell replied.
Scalia said the police can’t go
wrong by knocking loudly on the
door.
“Crim inals arc stupid,” he said,
and they often cooperate with po
lice when they are not required to
do so.
They m ight open the door and
let officers inside, or if not, the po
lice can break in.
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SLOMA documentary films highlight Art Nouveau

COURTESY PH OTOS

Hic Sttn Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) will fieature

Victoria Zabel
V lC T O IU A Z A B E L .M O ^ M A I U C O M

Cal Poly English major turned glass
master and artist, inspired by the Art
Nouveau movement, is a slightly bi
zarre and unlikely piaure.
Regardless, that is exactly what
Cal Poly alumnus Evan Chambers is.
Chambers is the motivation behind
the January docum enury special at
the San Luis O bispo Museum o f Art
(SLOM A).
Muara Johnston, assistant direc, cor o f SLOM A, is the brains behind
documentary installment and
d iooses the content and movies to
‘ be featured. Johnston decides on the

■

i documemsrics on Jan. 17 surrounding the art style Art Nouveau, which is showcased in an eshibit featured at the museum this month.

subject o f the films, which are based
on exhibits featured at SLOMA dur
ing each month.
*Evan is the inspiration behind
the A n Nouveau choice for this
m onth — the influence is apparent
in his work," Johnston said.
Although Chambers does not
classify him self as Art Nouveau, the
concepts have certainly impacted his
work.
“The Art Nouveau style moved
me to pursue glass work in the first
place,” Chambers said. "Its unique,
different from everything else you
see. The iridescence, the heavy silver
content, the feathering in my glass

He ■ LLisle

— that’s Art Nouveau influence."
A n Nouveau, or new an , is a style
o f an that emerged around the turn
o f the 20th Century as an effort to
combat the mass production and
manufacturing charaaeristic o f the
time. Art Nouveau is typified by
floral, organic design and winding,
curvilinear lines. W ith its inception,
A n Nouveau altered every creative
avenue at the time — typography, il
lustration, architecture, hom e deco
rating. applied a n and fashion.
Cal Poly a n and design alumnus
Adam Wirdak believes A n Nouveau
is peaking in popularity again. Al
though Wirdak said A n Nouveau

H-Ke-nev ■ H ic h e lle ■

-

isn’t his style, he can see its inspira
tion all around.
“Everyone is into refurbishing
furniture and such,” Wirdak said.
“The shabby-chic, retro-vintage look
that you sec — really trendy and cool
— is inspired by A n Nouveau. It’s
different, unique, more ornate than
your everyday stuff."
Likewise, Johiuton said a hall
mark o f the A n Nouveau style is the
idea that a n should be a pan o f ev
eryday life. That’s v ^ y Johnston de
cided on Chambers’ work as the basis
for the chosen documentaries — his
pieces are often regular items (like
lamps), made beautiful by ornate

decorating.
“Art Nouveau: Equivoque 1900"
and "Alphonse Mucha - A n Nouveau |
Visionary" are the Aims SLOM A will
show this m onth. Johnston said she
tries to choose films for SLOMA that
cannot be ordinarily found, often
purchasing the copies diiecdy from
the filmmakers themselves. In this
case, Johnston found the movies on
Amazon: Germany
“Art Nouveau: Equivoque 1900"
is directed by Maurice Rheims and
M onique Lepeuve, and highlights
the most important concepts o f A n

SLOMA^
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Nouveau style. “Alphonse Much Art Nouveau Visionary” is directed
by Susan Boehm and discusses the
influence of artist Alphonse Mucha
on the movement.
Johnston and Chambers both
agree that Mucha was one of the
most iconic artists to contribute to
the Art Nouveau movement, and his
influence is still seen in various forms
o f artistic expression.
“Most people think that things
like interior decorating and graphic
design are new-age ideas,” Johnston
said. “They aren’t ... they’re Mucha’s
from years ago.”
Mucha was a Czech who lived in
Paris and helped pioneer Art Nou
veau. According to Johnston, M u
cha’s popularity was due in large part
to Sara Bernhardt, whom she re
ferred to as the “Julia Roberts” of the
time. After producing a well-received

i

poster for one o f her productions,
Bernhardt made Mucha her go-to
designer, subsequently planting
his work all over th^ country.
Mucha eventually moved to
the United States in the hopes
that selling his art would make
him a wealthy man.
“It’s not that Mucha wanted
the popularity selling his an
would bring — he wanted the
money,” Johnston said. “Mucha
wanted to return to his Czech
roots rich so that he could spend
his remaining time creating works
that would bring national spirit
to (his) country.”
Although Mucha never be
came rich, he did return home
to work on one of his most criti
cally acclaimed work — a scries of
murals for Prague, which the city
currently houses.
The documentaries will be
shown on Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. at the
SLOMA. Admission to the event
is free, though donatiorts arc en
couraged.

M ovies becom ing geared
to w a rd oider audiences
Steven Zeitchik
LOS ANGELES TIM ES

For years, the movie business has
blown past older audiences.
Could the breezes finally be
changing direction?
Hollywood is, of course, still per
sistently, obse.ssively interested in
young audiences. Yet in certain quar
ters, at least, it’s a little less about the
prepubescents these days. Two o f the
most notable action movies of 2010
were “The Expendables” and “Red”
— films that not only prominendy
feature actors over 55 but that also
turn characters’ length of tooth into
central plodines.
Some o f the end-of-year crop of
serious movies, meanwhile, submit
that a character’s twilight years repre
sent the most interesting phase o f his
or her existence. “Barney’s Version"
tells o f a nwn (Paul Giamani) who’s
lived a full but complicated life and
enters old age as feisty as ever. The
Robert Duvall-starring “Get Low”
describes an eccentric hermit who
throws his own funeral while still
alive. “True Grit" examines a downand-out bounty hunter (Jeff Bridges)
who finds redemption despite a jad
ed temperament forged by decades of

Y o u 'v e b e e n p o k e d b y
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doing the same difficult work.
And in Mike Leigh’s “Another
Year,” perhaps the most age-explicit
film o f the bunch, a graying middleclass couple (Jim Broadbenr and
Ruth Sheen) form the center o f a
constellation of dysfunctional friends
and family.
W hat in the name of Betty W hite
is happening?
Movies have explored mortality
and aging for a long time, going back
to the navel-gazing road trip o f sep
tuagenarian Dr. Isak Borg in Ingmar
Bergman’s 1957 film “Wild Straw
berries” and long before that. But
a few exceptions aside (Alexander
Payne’s 2002 post-retirement dramedy “About Schmidt,” p>erhaps), on
screen old age, particularly in North
American cinema, has fallen into
one o f two buckets: as something
to fight futilely against (as it was in
Ron Howard’s 1985 sciehce-fictiört
fantasy “Cocoon” or Tamara Jenkins’
2007 drama “The Savages”) or some
thing to suffer with quiet dignity (as
it was in Peter Masterson’s 1985 “The
Trip to Bountiful,” Bruce Bercsfbrd’s
1989 “Driving Miss Daisy," which
won the best picture Oscar, Sarah
Policy’s 2006 tearjerker “Away From

Her” and countless others).
W hat many o f the newer films
have in common, on the other hand,
is a willingness not only to delve into
the texture o f the senior experience
but to upend conventional notions
o f older age. “Hollywood used to
treat older people as dead ends — at
best they sat in a chair and provided
wisdom to a younger generation,”
said Bill Newcott, the entertainment
editor at AARP The Magazine and
founder o f its Movies for Grownups
awards program. “There’s a much
more well-rounded vision o f older
people now.”
Both “Red” and “Expendables,"
for instance, feature characters at
a crossroads who have little doubt
about which way they’ll go. Not
content to accept a societally encour
aged retirement, they jump back in
the game (as black-ops agents and
mercenaries, respectively), guns still
blazing.
Leigh’s movie, meanwhile, shows
that golden years can take on many
hues. Tom and Gerri (Broadbent
and Sheen) indulge the dafily Mary
(Lesley Manville), who’s trying, unsee M opUs, p sg e 8
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successfully, to stave off a solitary old
age — even as the couple themselves
have created a contented existence
rarely seen with characters in their
‘60s or ‘70s. “The film is about time
passing and age and how we look at
our lives,” Leigh said. “This is an old
mans film. O r an older man’s film,
if you want to be more charitable
about it.”
It’s unlikely that Hollywood is
forsaking its recent preoccupation
with teens and twentysomethings;
indeed, many of these older-skewing
movies were made outside or on the
fringes of the studio system. But the
movie business is, if nothing else, ad
ept at recognizing a niche. And older
audiences represent a very promising
one.
W ith the first wave of bahy
boomers set to hit 65 in this new
year, seniors arc the fastest-growing
segment of the U.S. population.
And the elderly are spending their
newfound free time going to movie
theaters, an experience many grew
up with but didn’t have much time
for until recently. According to the
Motion Picture Assn, of America,
men and women over 50 constitute
20 percent of the “frequent moviego
ing" population — the same percent
age as Americans ages 25 to 39.
Hollywood veterans also note a
phenomenon at the other end of the
age spectrum. Though Gen-Y-ers
and millennials are more susceptible

to marketing and will rush out to see
a movie on opening weekend, they
also are more interested, insiders say,
in spending their time on noncinematic forms of entertainment.
“We believed that people 35 and
over would start to make up and will
continue to make up a more and
more important part of the filmgo
ing audience for the very simple rea
son that that age group has grown up
going to the movies, loves going to
the movies and, in truth, is less dis
tracted' by the new media as opp>osed
to younger people," said Andrew
Kosovc, a veteran producer behind
movies such as “The Blind Side.”
And some of the movies are the
result of 1960s-bred filmmakers
coming to terms with their own ad
vancing years, as it is for Leigh, who
will turn 68 next month.
But to judge the trend as a simple
function of demographics is to un
derestimate the dramatic possibilities
presented by middle and old age, say
those creating it. “I wanted to ex
plore a man who’s been around and
who understands pathos and absur
dity and ail the foibles that he’s come
to acquire through the years," said
Richard J. Lewis, the former execu
tive producer of T V ’s “CSI” who is
just 48 but opted to direct “Barney’s
Version.” “I wanted the audience to
experience a complete emotional life,
and it’s hard to do that with a young
protagonist.”
In Lewis’ movie, based on Mordecai Richlcr’s novel, Barney Panofsky (Giamatti) sets out, via a scries
of flashbacks, to ofler his take on his

life after learning a rival has written a
malicious biography about him. The
movie eschews a third-p>erson p>oint
of view and tells its story intimately
from Panofsky’s perspective in a way
that seeks to understand old age
from the inside.
Not that movies made for older
people always have to feature char
acters of that age, of course. I1te in
spirational Chinese-American drama
“Mao’s Last Dancer” became a hit
this past fall among filmgoers over 50
by tapping into a vein o f redemption
and second chances. “It’s the kind of
movie that if older audience mem
bers like, they’ll tell all their friends,
who will then tell all of their friends,”
said Michael McClellan, the head
buyer for the specialty landm ark
Theatres.
And sometimes, the converse has
happened, as older-skewing movies
and actors have become popular pre
cisely because of younger audiences.
That certainly explains the Betty
White phenomenon, in which the
octogenarian actress has been em
braced with a kind of hipster irony.
And it at least partly accounts for the
success o f movies such as “The Ex
pendables," which have {performed
nearly as well with younger audi
ences as with older ones.
Younger people now view the el
derly differently from how previous
generations did, experts say. One re
sult.^ Movies capable o f app>ealing to
people across the age spectrum.
“The demographics and attitudes
of the nation,” Newcott said, “arc go
ing to yield more movies aimed at an
older demographic that also appeal
to a younger audience.”
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CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Once you start,
you’ll want to keep things rolling until you’ve reached '
your destination. Make refueling stops only as necessary.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — You can do much to
avoid conflict, hut others may not be .so willing to avoid
confrontation. A fight may be necessary.
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PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) — You may want to track
down a copycat who has been stealing some of your best
material. Your reputation may be at stake.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) — Quality and quantity arc
both essential, but it’s also important that they remain in
balance at all times. Don’t be a glutton.
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TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — Others are excited to
work with you on a project that is unlike anything they’ve
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GEMINI (May 21-june 20) — Any warning that comes
your way must be closely studied; certain aspects of it are
sure to be valid, but some may actually be misleading.
CANCER (June 21 -July 22) — You may be asking yourself whether that certain someone is flirting with you or
J 1 it’s only in your imagination. Certain tests reveal dues.
^
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — What you want and what you C apneoro
can have may not be dosely related, and it’s time once
again to revisit your wish list realistically.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-viept. 22) — This is a good day to put
a difficult time behind you; certain ghosts may remain
in your subamscious, but overall recovery can be swift.
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Quality control may be a ?
big part o f your day, as you try to corral the talents o f a
Libr^ great many others who arc not used to working together.
SCORPIO (O a . 23-Nov. 21) — Judicious editing will
be required before you make any offidal notice public.
Make sure that you’re saying what you want to say.
_

SAGiTTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
You m ay have to
look twice at something you turned down^the first dme;
your second look reveals some more key informarion.
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Obama falls short in inspiration after shooting
F riiia G hitis w rites about global ajfairs
fo r The M ia m i H erald.

When President Obama performed
his “Comeback Kid” a a late last year,
pushing through Congress a number
of important bills, observers marveled
at the sudden transformation. The
president had morphed from the hap
less, lisdess victim of the midterm shel
lacking and surprised everyone by be
coming a new defr, cunning politician.
But watching the Obama who
came before the cameras on the day
of the Tucson massacre, it .seems the
nation has suffered a great loss with
the presidents transformation.
Where did the inspiring orator
with the soaring prose go?
Where is the Obama who could
summon the nation and call its people
to greatness?
Where is the man who, campaign
ing in the United States, captured the
imagination of the world, making
them believe again in America?
With the American people trying
to make sense of the attack that lefr
a congresswoman fighting for her life
and half a dozen people dead, includ
ing a federal judge and a 9-year-old
girl, it was precisely the moment for
the country’s leader to offer words
of wisdom, comfort and direction.
A moment to put the peoples feel
ings into words, the way Bill Clinton,
Ronald Reagan and even George W.
Bush managed to do in times of crisis.
Instead, Obama promised that “we
are going to get to the bottom of this.”
The “new" Obama, it seems, has
grown too concerned with occupying

I agree that this cutting has gone too
fin and the pain is being shifted from
the government level to individual
families and low-income communi
ties. $0 I’m going to throw out a radi
cal idea to fix it: raise my friggin' taxes!
That’s right, I said it. I want my taxes
raised. I want my parents’ taxes raised.
I want your parents’ taxes raised. I
want everyone’s taxes raised. Ameri
cans enjoy some of the lowest person

the center, too worried about not of
fending anyone, too timid to follow
what during the 2008 campaign ap
peared to be his calling, to lead and
inspire.
Obama was right in noting that
“we don’t yet know what provoked
this unsp>eakable a a .” To be sure,
many were quick to ascribe blame.
But there is a reason the public con
versation quickly turned to the tone
of the political debate.
What was once the normal, ex
pected give-and-take of political
disagreement — part of the process
through which a democracy makes
difficult decisions — has become a
poisonous, ill-spirited battle to ma
nipulate emotions and create intense
p>ersonal animosity. Americans are
deeply troubled by that.
And the rest of the world has no
ticed this distasteful turn of events.
When Chinese students took over
Tiananmen Square demanding dem
ocratic change, they built a replica of
the Statue o f liberty. They called this
American icon the Goddess of De
mocracy. American democracy today
would have a harder time inspiring
those who strive against tyranny.
True, we don’t know what moti
vated the shooter. He seems clearly
disturbed, and his favorite books, list
ed in his MySpace page, include both
Marx and Hitler. You could blame
left or right for shaping him. And one
could legitimately turn to left or right
on the tone o f political debate.
The tea party and many of its
leaders seem to enjoy gun-related
metaphors in their speech, and their

penchant for carrying weapons to po
litical rallies (as happened at events
Giffords headlined) are impossible
to ignore today. But the bitter vitriol
against a sitting president arguably
started during the Bush administra
tion, when leftist aaivists spoke with
frightening passion against the thenpresident.
The shooting of Rep. Giffords
produced an intense visceral reaction
across the country. There is a powerful
sense that something important has
happened; that this is a turning point
for America. This could mark the turn
to a higher road in politics, or it could
take us in the direction of even more
vitriol or violence.
We needed Obama to help guide
the power of the moment in a con
structive direction. He failed miser
ably at the task.
Even if the accused was not influ
enced by politics, this event has the
potential to change America, and
certainly to shape its image and in
fluence abroad.
Obama did not articulate any of

al tax rates of any developed nation
in the WORLD. I swear, if the state
raised taxes just 2 percent — 2 damn
percent — across the board, most of
these problems and “painful cuts”
would disappear. I’m sorry, but mi
nor tax increases on all is a FAR bet
ter solution than multi-billion-dollar
budget cuts year after year. Why won’t
no one talk about this? No politician
dares to touch the concept with a 10foot p>ole for fear o f being labeled a
socialist. It’s not socialism — it’s com
mon sense. We’ve cut as far as we can
bear ... raise the tax rate!!
— ErnUy

I support the fee increases. A public
education in California remains ex
traordinarily inexpensive, especially
when one considers the value o f a
college degree. For too long the sute
has supported overly generous pro
grams on the back of taxpayers, to an
unsustainable end. This simply can,
and must, come to a dose.
It is the students themselves who
su n d to benefit the most from a col
lege education. It only stands to rea
son that they should be willing to in
vest more in themselves. And if they
are not, they are free to pursue other
paths; nobody is required to attend.
The taxpayers, in their wisdom,
have funded world class college and

In response to ”Com placency not the
answ er to budget cuts ”

the fears and frustrations overflowing
in the country. It was left to the Sher
iff of Pima County to call for Ameri
cans “to do a little soul searching.”
W ithout blaming anyone, Obama
could have spoken o f the need to pro
tect democracy. He could have noted
that attacking a member o f Congress
undermines all that Americans have
spent more than two centuries fight
ing to protect. O r mentioned that
killing politicians is what we’re try
ing to persuade people in Iraq and
Afghanistan not to do if they want a
better life, a better country.
It was Rep. Giffords who had
spoken of America's democracy as
“a light, a beacon really, around the
world.” Obama missed a key op
portunity to protect that flickering
beacon from the winds threatening
to extinguish it. Maybe he can still
reinvent himself. Maybe this new,
rather ordinary politician can con
jure back the old Obama, the one
whose stirring words once seemed
capable of moving people to build a
better world.

|£re is th e O b a m a w h o
^ihm m on th e n a tio n a n d
call its p eo p le to
■iP

— Frida Ghitis
Cilobal affairs writer (or The M iami Herald

university systems for the benefit of
millions. There is, however, a limit to
their generosity.
— Steve
In response l» “7 o iject, yo u r
honor’: e S U students fir e back a t
raised student fe e s”

N O T E ' The M ustang D aify features
select com ments th a t are w ritten in re
sponse to articles posted online. T h o t^
not a ll the responses are p rin ted the
M ustang D aily prints com ments th a t are
coherent a n d foster intelligent discussion
on a given subject. N o overcapitalization,
please.
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A cro ss
1 Opposite of race
5 Pyramid
schemes, e.g.
10 its scores are
used in selecting
Natl. Merit
Scholars
14 For all grades
15 Shanty
16 Prefix with -pod
17 Comical Martha
18 Actor Hirsch of
“Into the Wild"
19 See 44-Down
20 Five Jacksons
22 "Dramatically
expose
24 "Home near a
shore
26 Prevaricate
27 Patron saint of
Nonway
28 They’re shown in
a beauty
pageant
32 Madam
35 Just out
37 Where to find
eBay and
Google
38 Govt, watchdog
since 1970
39 Miller products?
41 Big Ten sch.

Architecture Thesis Book
Show
String Installation
Studio 400
Karen Lange
TODAY 11am * 6pm
The Berg Gallery
Arch Bldg (05)
Room 105
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Shirts

42 Co. bought by
Verizon
43 One leading a
cheer, perhaps
44 1998 Roberto
Clemente Award
winner
45 Like a vampire’s
victims
47 Classification for
some popular
Spanish music
48 Push
49 Mount Whitney’s
range
51 E l ___
53 ’Fore
54 "Massachusetts
college
59 "1975 Southern
rock hit
stereotyplcally
requested at
concerts
61 Words mouthed
to a camera
62 Pro team?
63 Beef type
65 Tropical
vegetable also
known as
elephant's-ear
66 “I ___ dead»’
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67 Part of 41Across
68 Short race,
briefly
69 Paula of TV
news
70 Whom
Raskolnikov
confesses his
Clime to in
“Crime and
Punishment*
71 Word that can
combine with the
ends of the
answers to the
six starred dues
Down
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48

1 Stool, perhaps
2 Southwest plain
3 Words to a
kkider
4 Fresca. e.g.
5 Maroon 5 ’s ‘___
iST
Will Be Loved"
6 Dos that are
don’ts?
7 St. Teresa’s
Puztto by Byron WWdM and CaM> ItodlMn
place
8 Youngest Hatl31
car
58 Word that can
44 With 19-Acf0S8,
of-Famer (at age
combine with the
U .S .C .’s
32 Turkeys
22) to hit too
starts of the
marching
band
33 PC character set
answers to the
home runs
six starred dues
46 Checks the fit of
9 Whole bunch
34 "Hillbillies' put59
Org.
critidzed in
50
Literally,
"way
of
10 Baked entrees
down
■ w ie n the
the g o ^ "
11 "Porch feature
Levees Broke'
36 Baylor's home
5 2 1, to Wilhelm I
12 Lots
60 See 64-Down
55 Silent film
40 Kantian concern
13 Nerf ball. e g.
62 Bosox legend
accompimiment
43 Oberon of
21 Sinuous
64 With 60-Down,
56 Certain rial
■^/Vuthering
spender
swimmer
big Chilean
Heights"
57 More peeved
export
23 Pueblo pots
25 CXitiaw's
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656. $1.49 a minute, or, with a credit
accessory
card, 1-800-814.^54
29 Late Soviet
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
diplomaf
aosswords from the last 50 years; 1-888-7-ACROSS
Dobrynin
AT&T users Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
30 Italian poet who nytmies.com/mobilexword for more Information.
was the subject
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2.000 past
of a Goethe play puzzles nytimes.com/crosswords ($39 95 a year)
Share tips, nytimes.com/wordplay.
and a Donizetti
opera
Crosswords lor young solvers: ni^rne8.com/le8ming/xwords
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The Mustang Daily
is looking for a

. . . L E T S WORK ON YOUR
THI6H MUSCLES, AND THEN
W E U T A R E A BREAK
FOR HOT C H O C O U T E
BY TH E F I R E P U C E ...
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Sponsor the Sudoku

Sponsor the Comic

$50 a day

$50 a day

CALL 805-756-1U3

CALL 805-75Ì-1U3

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
to join our
advertising staff
E-m ail your resum e and design samples to

smurawsk@calpoly.edu

One day, Ziggy woke up and decided to
nose job. hair replacement, and pants.
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Wrestling
continued from page 12

this season, falling to opponents by a
combined 15 points in his losses. An
upset win against a ranked opponent
to open the meet could provide the
Mustangs a boost.
The Mustangs do appear to have
the upper hand in some rematches,
including Ryan Smiths matchup
against LJ Hcibig at 197-pounds.
Smith racked up a seven-point win
against Helbig in Reno, yet a victory
by eight or more on Friday could add
valuable team points to the Mustangs
total.
The only other Mustang to face
a Cowboy this season was Steven
Vasquez, who opened his Reno Tour
nament o f Champions with a 8-5 win
over Dallas Hintz at 174-pounds.
The Mustangs will be heavy favor
ites at 133 and 141-pounds with Filip

Tennis
continuedfrom page 12

doubles. This season, doubles partners
Lee and junior Amy Markhoft ranked
No. 63 out of 1,500 teams in the na
tion, Bream said, which continues the
tradition of Cal Poly having “extreme
ly strong” doubles.
“We just have so much potential
and so much to learn that we can only
go up from here,” Lee said.
Among the new recruits is Jennifer
Cornea. She’s a freshman who has been
playing tennis for 11 years. Cornea

and Boris Novachkov, respectively.
The brothers, who arc both ranked
in the top-10 nationally, will look to
get into mid-season form against un
ranked opponents, along with Barrett
Abel at 157-pounds.
“My ultimate goal is to be at the
top of the podium,” Abel said.
And starting off the heart of the
season with a win would help push
one of the newest Mustangs up the
standings.
O n the opposite side of the coin,
Wyoming appears to have the upper
hand with No. 20 Cole Dallascrra at
149-pounds and No. 6 Joe LeBlanc
at 184-pounds, as they do battle with
unranked Cal Poly wrestlers.
Observers of the team dual should
have a good clue as to which side will
come out ahead following the four re
matches, with the team that racks up
more points in those matches having a
slight advantage.
As most close matches do, the final
result will have a lot to do with what

team can maximize its wins and
minimize its losses. When a wresder
wins by eight or more points, they
earn more points than winning by
seven or fewer. If a wrestler, at any
point, pulls ahead by 15 points, the
match is over and the team earns
even more points. Finally, a pin
earns the most team points o f all.
Therefore, by holding the Cow
boys to minor decisions (wins by sev
en points or less) in matches where a
Mustang is the underdog, combined
with picking up pins from Cal Polys
heavy hitters, the Mustangs could
have a winning formula.
Another ingredient to the formu
la is a homecourt advantage. Filip
Novachkov said he is hoping for a
packed house to support his team in
its biggest home meet of the season.
“We want more people to come
out and support us,” Novachkov
said. “Its good to see a packed gym
at home, it feels good when you step
out on the mat and compete.”

was on the Loara High School team in
Anaheim, where she was on the varsity
team and MVP all four years.
“High school was completely dif
ferent ... it wasn’t a team thing, it was
more individual,” Cornea said. “It’s a
lot more fun here.”
She considers becoming a Mustang
one of the best choices she’s ever made.
One of the deciding faaors was Bream.
“He knows the player inside and
out, and he knows exactly what to
tell them,” Cornea said. “If we need
him, he’s there for us. He’s like a sec
ond dad.”
Cornea looks up to the older girls
on the team, following their example

and dedication for the team.
“It pushes me more because
they’ve been on the team so long and
they have so much more experience
than I do,” she said.
Bream coaches the girls not only
in tennis, but in time management.
He admits that the team is in a
“tough academic environment” and
has to work with one of toughest
schedules in the nation, but he wants
them to not nc-glect academics. They
will play nearly every weekend dur
ing the season, as well as hold prac
tices during the week.
“We want to excel on the tennis
coun and the classroom," he said.

M en’s basketball hosts
F ullerton, UC Irvine

a,

________________________________
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAILY

If there is one thing that ha* been consistent with the Cal Poly men’s basketball
team (6-8, 2-1 Big West) all year, it’s the team’s defense. That defensive pres
sure will be tested this weekend when the Mustangs host Cal State Fullerton
and UC Irvine in Mott Gym. UC Irvine is the top-ranked scoring team in
the Big West and Cal State Fullerton isn’t too far behind. The Titans, behind
Jer’Vaughn Johnson and Devon Peltier, are the third-best scoring team in the
conference with an average of 71 points per game. However, if any team looks
equipped to stop them, it is the Mustangs, who are allowing their opponents to
shoot 40 percent from the floor, the beat in the Big West.
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Andre Dome returns to the courts

RYAN SlDAJtrO MUSTANG DAILY

Cal IVsIy’s dual meet against Vtyoming will be its last before it starts Pac-10 play.

Wrestling hosts Wyoming in
nonconference dual meet
J.J. Jenkins
J J J E N K I N S .M O ^ MA1L.COM

MUSTANG DAILY FILE PHOTO

Cal I\»ly men’s tennis player Andre Dome was an All-American in 2007 and 2008 as a high school star in Arroyo Grande.
V ictoria Billings
V IC T O R IA B IL U N G S .M O ^ M A IL .C O M

The Cal Poly mens tennis team is
gearing up For another season, and
the Mustangs can expect to have ar
guably its best player on the court
this year.
Andre Dome is expected to re
turn to the court after a series of in
juries and a major hip surgery that
took him out of the game last year.
Dome graduated from Arroyo
Grande High School and was con
sidered a to p -10 recruit in the na
tion. He was the Mustangs’ No.
1 singles player his freshman year
when he developed chronic hip
pain.
After three months o f pain,
Dome consulted a doctor, who told
him it was a strained groin. Dome
continued to train while doing exer
cises to strengthen his groin.
The pain returned fall o f his
sophomore year during a tourna
ment.
“That week my hip was hurting
so bad 1 could barely walk,” Dome
said. “1 knew there was something
wrong.”
Dome said his next step was to
get a second opinion. A specialist in
San Francisco said his pain was a re
sult o f his hi^ joint grinding against
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the bone.
Last February, he had hip surgery
to fix the problem.
The surgery meant Dome had
to spend the 2010 season on the
bench. It was three months after
the surgery before he started playing
tennis again, starting with just one
to two hours a week.
Head coach Justin McGrath said
he is pleased to see Dome playing
again because, for a time, it was
doubtful that he would return.
“He could have lost it," McGrath
said. “And he’s just hung in there.”
Dome said he “hung in there”
by recognizing the importance o f
exercise and using several different
workout strategies to stay fit while
he was recovering. Before he could
run or put much stress on his hip,
he frequented the gym to work on
his upper body strength.
“I was trying to keep my body as
fit as I could,” Dome said.
He started swimming and bik
ing, and adjusted his diet because
he couldn’t be as active, becoming a
vegetarian for about 10 weeks.
Dome said his biggest recovery
strategy was to face everyday one at
a time, instead o f looking to the dis
tant future.
“Every morning I was just like,
‘W hat could I do that day to get bet
ter?’” Dome said.
Taking 12 units last spring quar
ter, Dome found he had more free
time on his hands than he was used
to. He used his downtime to write
out what he needed to work on to
improve his tennis game.
“From my standpoint ... I’ve be
come a better player,” Dome said.
Dome, who has been playing
tennis since he pii^ed up a racket at
the age o f 5, said becoming an even
better player is going to be a chal
lenge.
“I haven’t really played in a year
and a half," Dome said. “I know it’s

going to take time.”
W ith one o f their star players
back, the team has set their sights
on winning the Big West Confer
ence this season.
Last year the Mustangs felt
Dome’s absence with a rough start
to their season, losing their first
seven matches. The Mustangs ral
lied, though, making it to the Big
West finals but then lost to UC
Irvine.
McGrath said this year is a fresh
start with a brand new group of
players.
Freshman Marco Comuzzo
said the team dynamic is looking
strong this year.
“Obviously with Andre back
from injury it boosts the lineup,”
Comuzzo said. “Everyone on the
team hits a good ball.”
This year, the team hopes to
win their conference, though their
number one goal, McGrath said, is
to get into the NCAA rankings.
“We’ve got a tough schedule
but we’re excited about playing it,”
McGrath said. “We’ve got to be
even-keeled, take one match at a
time.”
DoflM said the team has a good
dynamic heading into the 2011
.season. As for Dome’s performance
on the court, McGrath holds no
specific expectations — he’s just
glad to see Dome playing again.
“For me. I’m just happy that
he’s happy," McGrath said. “1 just
want to have him have fun; I know
he’s going to get better.”
Before his injury. Dome took
tennis somewhat for granted. Now,
he said, his surgery and recovery
have made him more appreciative
o f the ^port. Not knowing whether
he would return to tennis com
petitively means he enjoys it more
now.
“I’m very fortunate that I can
be out on the court,” Dome said.

The Cal Poly wrestling team will face
its stiffest dual meet competition
thus far when the No. 25 Wyoming
Cowboys enter Mott Gym on Friday.
The premier matchup comes at
165-pounds between No. 17 Ryan
DesRoches o f Cal Poly and No. 6
Shane Onufer of Wyoming. Des
Roches currently owns a 24-4 record.
Currently he is four pins shy of the
season record he set last year.
Co-head coach Mark Perry said
DesRoches’ strong work ethic and
leadership abilities on and off the
mat make him deserving of top titles
and wins.
“Ryan is the leader of this pro
gram, he is the leader o f this team
fiom a work ethic standpoint and

from a lifestyle standpoint,” Perry
said. “Ryan does everything right, he
deserves to win, he deserves to be a
national champion, he deserves to be
an All-American.”
The match takes on even more
importance because it is the only
battle between two wrestlers ranked
in the top-20 in the nation.
“And it all comes down to he
needs to step up,” Perry said. “With
the preparation he puts in, it should
be fun when he steps on the mat."
A body contested rematch will
also take place at 125-pounds when
Brandon Rocha takes on No. 20
Tyler Cox for the .second time this
season. Rocha, who is 10-5 on the
season, fell to Cox in a narrow 11-10
decision in the Reno Tournament of
Champions. He has yet to be pinned
see Wrestling, page I I

Women’s tennis has eyes
deadset on improvement
Katalyn Sweigart
KATEUrNSWEIGAirr.MO^GMAIL.CX)M

The Cal Poly women’s tennis team
waved goodbye to some talented
Mustangs last spring but has high
cxpecutions for this coming season
with five new fieshmen and several
nationally ranked returning players.
“The team has a lot o f ability,”
■head coach Hugji Bream said. “It’s
t)ovand vefy enthused ... very moti
vated to leam and improve and con
tinue to build on the tradition.”
The 2011 season starts with the
California W inter Invitational at
California from Jan. 14 to Jan. 16.
Cal Poly currently sits at No. 64 on
the Intercollegiate Tennis Associa
tion (ITA) Women’s National Team
Rankings released on Jan. 4 — Cal
Poly was No. 63 at the end o f last
season.
“Sbcty-fi}ur teams go to nationals
and it’s our goal to improve where we
are now,” Bream said.
Last year’s graduating seniors —
Brittany Blalock, Diane Filip, Suzie
Matzenauer and Steffi Wong — were
all nationally ranked tennis players,
and three were selected for the na

tional All-Academic team.
“Last year our team had a lot of
experience, a lot o f maturity,” Bream
said. “So they set a high and positive
stand for our new inoomii^ players.”
Last season, Matzeiuuer and
Blalock received first-team All-Big
West honors for sir^es and as a team
received the first-team All-Big West
honors for doubles. The two also re
ceived a NCAA Individual Champi
onship Tournament berth. Matzenau
er left the team only to return as their
assistant coach this year.
“I’m just trying to share what I
learned,” Matzenauer said. “They are
still my friends; I’m just giving the best
that I possibly can. The girls have so
much potential.”
Steffi Wong spent some time with
the new team during fidl quarter and
said they have a lot of potential.
“If they go in with great attitudes,
they’ll do really well," Wong said. “Just
keep your perspeaive, sometimes you
can be overwhelmed."
Sophomore Alexa Lee joined the
Cal Poly team last year, where she
paired up with Wong and received
second t c ^ All-Big West honors for
see Tennis, page I I

